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Through my ‘‘New Freedom Initiative,’’ we 
are working to provide people with disabil-
ities more employment opportunities and in-
creased access to new technologies for inde-
pendent living. My 2003 budget for this ini-
tiative proposes $145 million for alternative 
transportation and innovative transportation 
grants that will improve accessibility to vital 
aspects of society including schools, jobs, and 
places of worship. By implementing these 
and other important reforms, we can make 
great progress towards an America where in-
dividuals are celebrated for their talents and 
abilities, not judged by their limitations and 
disabilities. 

The Congress, by joint resolution (Public 
Law 88–628) approved on October 6, 1964, 
as amended, has designated October 15 of 
each year as ‘‘White Cane Safety Day.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 15, 2002, as 
White Cane Safety Day. I call upon public 
officials, educators, librarians, and all the 
people of the United States to join with me 
in ensuring that all the benefits and privileges 
of life in our great Nation are available to 
blind and visually impaired individuals, and 
to observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eleventh day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 16, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 17. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address 
October 12, 2002

Good morning. This week, both the House 
and Senate passed strong bipartisan meas-
ures authorizing the use of force in Iraq if 
it becomes necessary. Our country and our 

Congress are now united in purpose. Amer-
ica is speaking with one voice: Iraq must dis-
arm and comply with all existing U.N. resolu-
tions, or it will be forced to comply. 

Confronting Iraq is an urgent matter of 
national security. America’s economic secu-
rity, especially the creation of good jobs, is 
also an urgent matter requiring Presidential 
and congressional action. For that reason, I 
acted on Tuesday to reopen our Pacific coast 
ports which had been shut down for more 
than a week due to a labor dispute. The crisis 
in the western ports was costing our economy 
up to a billion dollars a day in lost business 
and lost jobs, hurting truckers and rail opera-
tors who transport goods across America, 
workers on assembly lines, cashiers in retail 
stores, and manufacturers and farmers who 
sell across the world. 

An auto plant in Fremont, California was 
forced to shut down its assembly line for 2 
days, keeping about 5,100 employees off the 
job after it ran out of parts. A company that 
manufactures televisions and VCRs had to 
stop production and lay off 150 workers in 
Vancouver, Washington. Produce from 
America’s farms was stuck on docks, unable 
to be sold overseas. Retailers across the coun-
try were worried about having enough mer-
chandise for the holiday season. 

The American people have been working 
hard to bring our economy back from reces-
sion. We simply cannot afford to have hun-
dreds of billions of dollars a year in potential 
manufacturing and agricultural trade sitting 
idle. The action I took this week will help 
keep our economy moving and allow labor 
and management more time to resolve their 
differences. I expect the port operators and 
worker representatives to bargain in good 
faith and reach a final agreement as quickly 
as possible. Reopening the ports got people 
back to work. 

Another important step in putting Amer-
ica’s hardhats back on the job is passing a 
terrorism insurance bill. Congress is close to 
a final agreement. And I look forward to sign-
ing this good piece of legislation if and when 
it gets to my desk. 

After September the 11th, many insurance 
companies stopped covering builders and 
real estate owners against the risk of terrorist 
attack. The lack of terrorism insurance has 
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hurt the growth of this economy and cost 
American jobs. The lack of terrorism insur-
ance has delayed or canceled more then $15 
billion in real estate transactions. The $15 
billion worth of delay has cost 300,000 jobs—
jobs to carpenters and joiners, bricklayers, 
plumbers, and other hard-working Ameri-
cans. 

This terrorism insurance legislation will 
cost us nothing if we experience no further 
attacks. Yet it will mean thousands of new 
jobs for America’s hardhats and billions in 
new investment. And if we do face another 
attack, we’ll be able to compensate victims 
quickly and limit the economic damage to 
America. 

This week, leaders of Congress put par-
tisan differences aside to confront a grave 
danger to our country. Clearly, we’re able to 
get things done in Washington when we 
focus on getting results, rather than scoring 
political points. For the good of the economy, 
for the good of workers who needs jobs, Sen-
ators should again put politics aside and take 
one last step to reach a final agreement on 
terrorism insurance. 

Congress is still in session next week. 
There’s still time to reach an agreement. Our 
workers have waited a year. It’s past time 
for Congress to finish the job. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:10 p.m. on 
October 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 12. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 11 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in 
Indonesia 
October 13, 2002

Terrorists have once again targeted inno-
cents this time in Indonesia. At least 182 in-
nocent men and women have been murdered 
and hundreds injured in a cowardly act de-
signed to create terror and chaos. 

On behalf of the people of the United 
States, I condemn this heinous act. I offer 
our heartfelt condolences to the families of 

all the murder victims from numerous coun-
tries and our wish for the swift and complete 
recovery of those injured in this attack. 

I offer our sympathy to our friends, the 
people of Indonesia, for this terrible tragedy. 
Our prayers are also with our friends and al-
lies, the people of Australia, who are suf-
fering a grievous personal and national loss. 

The world must confront this global men-
ace terrorism. We must together challenge 
and defeat the idea that the wanton killing 
of innocents advances any cause or supports 
any aspirations. And we must call this des-
picable act by its rightful name murder. 

The United States has offered its assist-
ance to the government of Indonesia to help 
bring these murderers to justice. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this statement.

Remarks on Departure for 
Waterford, Michigan, and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
October 14, 2002

Terrorist Attack in Indonesia 
The President. Last night I called Prime 

Minister Howard of Australia to express our 
country’s deepest sympathies to the citizens 
of that good country who lost their lives, to 
the families who mourn and cry. I send the 
same sympathies and prayers to the family 
of the U.S. citizen—or citizens—as well as 
citizens from around the world. The murder 
which took place in Bali reminds us that this 
war against terror continues. 

I’ve constantly told the American people 
that the struggle against terror is going to 
be a long and difficult struggle, that we’re 
dealing with coldblooded killers, that the 
enemy does not value innocent life like we 
do, and that we must continue to pursue the 
enemy before they hurt us again. 

I believe that the attacks on the French 
vessel in Yemen is connected with this type 
of terror, that they’re related. I believe that 
the attack on our marines in Kuwait reflect 
the international nature of these cells, these 
killer cells. We’ve got to continue to work 
together. Those of us who love freedom must 


